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Armies. We were very curious to see this Hotspur
of the North.
The German-speaking secretary came back into
the room, and with him a large, heavily-built man in
a simple blue working uniform, without any insignia
of any kind. "Tiger" Yang did not stand on ceremony;
he waved us back into chairs, and waited, with a
rather wooden face, for questions. When we put these,
in German, through the secretary, he answered in a
strangely soft, almost gentle voice, contrasting notice-
ably with his wrestler's build and lurid reputation.
I had the impression that he spoke so softly because
otherwise he might want to shout. We asked first
about the meaning and purpose of the movement that
had begun so dramatically with the arrest of the
Generalissimo. Yang replied in phrases that were al-
ready familiar from the pages of the local newspapers.
"We forcefully requested General Chiang Kai-shek
to respect and accept the opinion of the people on the
vital issues of civil war and resistance to Japan. We
were obliged to use this forceful method of per-
suasion in order to prevent further civil war, and to
unite the whole strength of the country against the
major enemy, which is Japanese imperialism. Our
movement in the North-west is inseparable from the
whole international peace front."
"What is the difference," I asked, "between this
movement in the North and the recent so-called
*anti-Japanese movement' in the South-west, led by
Li Tsung-jen and Pai Chung-hsi?"
"We cannot speak with authority for the South-
west. With any genuine anti-Japanese feeling, of
course, we have the fullest sympathy. But the pro-